He said that the present was one of the most important occasions in the history of the Fund on which they had ever met, because his resolution involved a change in the work which had been done by the Fund. Before giving the reasons which had induced him to move this resolution, he explained that his motion had taken the form it had because, although it would have been possible to put forward a colourless resolution more gratifying possibly to the feelings of a portion of liis audience, yet the matter was one of so much importance that, after due consideration, he thought it was best to go straight to the middle of the question, and to place such a resolution before the meeting as would oblige them to decide whether they intended to continue the system or not. Coming to the question of the street collection, he first of all conceded that all the arguments of a sentimental character were in favour of its continuance, becauseeveryoneof any imagination must feel that there was something beautiful in the idea of the gentler and more sympathetic sex going out into the streets once a year and collecting alms on behalf of the sick and suffering. From 
